AN ESSAY ON T RUTH. 


Mille habet ornalus, mille Aue babet. 


Addreſſed to VERACITY JAG K, the Yann-Facron 


(HE pious s Doctor Beatie has ſo ably, and ſo . portrayed heaven's 

moſt lovely hand-maid, Txurn, that any attempt, not ſupported by ſuch 

_ talents as are eminently theologic and philoſophical; muſt appear unworthy the 
ſublimity of the ſubje&, and draw on its panegyriſt (howevet chaſte his motive) 
the cenſure of the learned world. Conſcious of not poſſeſſing abilities equal to 
my zeal, in elucidation of my preſent purpoſe, I ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh 
T ruth, by expoſing its oppoſite, Fals EHhOob, to the contempt; to the deteftation of 
| every ſober citizen: well knowing, that to admire the beauties of VirTue, the 
deformities of Vice need only be exhibited. —Juſt ſo the ancients uſed to make 


their ſlaves get drunk, in order to render that vice odious to their children. 


1 eb fatisfy myſelf to all to whom your character is known, by preſenting 
your execrated name Ecce homo ! but to thoſe few who have not the mortification 
of knowing how much you dj/grace human nature, I muſt produce ſome recen, 
Inſtances of depraviiy, ſo enormous, ſo atrocious, as almoſt to beggar deſcription. 

Of all the Yices for which you are ſo conſpicuous, DETRACTION is a ſtriking 
feature; and this, of all others, is the moſt ebnoxious, as it involves with your 
own folly and wickednz/s, the peace and happineſs of thoſe who are. the objects of 

your calumny, and deſtroys that confidence and good humour ſo neceſſary in ſoci- 
ety. A good name is the immediate jewel of the ſoul; and our immortal bard 
Who ſteals my purſe, ſteals traſh : tis ſomething, nothing; 
T was mine, tis his, and has been ſlave to thouſands ; | 
But he that filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that, which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor, indeed. 


- 


' By che moſt ſhameful means, are you, not daily propagating e injurious to 

75 che characters of your neighbours and fellow-citizens ? and this too, with a de- 
gree of aſperity for which you are inimitable. To this talent for abuſe, you add a 

_ fertility of invention which, if properly directed, would do honour to any man; 
but when the moſt flagrant, the moſt palpable, and the moſt villainous Falsx- 

' HOODS, are accompanied by the moſt horrid IMPRECATIONS on your own head, as 
a pledge of veracity; we are ſurpriſed at the audacity—ſhocked at the prophane- 


way where Wrr is not warranted by Txurn. Another reaſon why I thus po- 
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I have been led to theſe reflections by a train of circumſtances, imputable to 
yourſelf only. I wiſh rather to coxRECT than to PROVOKE your well-known aſpe- 
rity ; and I appeal to the underſtanding of every honeſt man in 1 i my 


having adopted the poet's maxim: ; . 15 { n 
« Nothing extenuate nor ſet down aught in malice.“ | 


In a late paper, as well as in many others, you have wantonly ſported with the | 
ſeelings of ſome very reſpectable citizens. This, Sir, may be diverting 20 you, 
and a few other miſcreants who only want notoriety to be as deſpicable as yourſelf 
| but! it is cruel—it is unmanly 1 in the extreme, to exerciſe the cacoethes ſeribendi i in a 
lic addreſs you, is, that the impreſſion which your ſcandalous afverft ons may in 
future attempt to give on the minds of thoſe men who J not you not, may be as 
faint as the degree of ctedit i in which all men who do know you hold every aſſer- 
tion of yours. | | 


Among the many efforts of your propenſity for rand none, 3 Sis 
public notice more than your late attack on the political and moral character of 
the worthy Church-wardens of St. G***** 8 pariſh, by your circulating. a report, 


that they had, in a time of general calamity, diſtributed the public money (raiſed 
by voluntary and benevolent contribution) i ina PARTIAL and IMPROPER Manner. 


This, Sir, you have ſince declared to be void of truth, to be a lie of your own in- 
vention, and, that you would contradi® it in all companies where you had uttered 
the malignity. But do not imagine that I i impute this appearance of candour to any 1 
merit of yours no, it was a Covrxssiox extorted by proof, and a Pots (which, 
I verily believe, you cannot keep}; made in dread of pains and penalties. - Know- 
ing, as they did, your averſion to Taurn, 1 am only ſurpriſed at their miſtaken 
lenity ; ; and am ſorry that they did not, in juſtice to themſelves and mankind, 

bring you to the puBLIC Ban—the unerring tribunal of public defaulters. 


7 corroborate, as much as poſſible, hat I have affirmed, with 2 1335 to 
your religious and moral contumacy, I am very welt informed, that, ſome time ago, 
vou 4 d your exiſtence, here and hereafter, but you would perform a pro - 
miſe then made, which you not only broke but, being aſked why ? declared you 
would, at any time, or upon any occaſion, 4— your own ſoul for a farthing ! ! 
It is ſaid, © if you follow TrxuTH too cloſe ſhe will kick your teeth out.” 
Whether this be a maxim of yours I will not pretend to ſay? One thing, how- 


ever, I am certain e have cautiouſly avoided keeping 1 in her track, 


_- 


It 


of burning his fingers; yet you, mighty Sir, 


1 
It might be thought too invidious to ſpeak further of you than what relates 
to the faculty of LYING—a faculty you have as pat as Touchſtone in the Play, 
with one degree more che lie perpetual ; did not your general deportment correſ- 
pond ſo aptly with the ſubject of this addreſs: but the miſchievons tendency of 
your nature is ſuch, as to mock every principle of friendſhip, fidelity, or grati- 
tude! You muſt, therefore, expect to be told, that your ſelfibneſs and treachery, i 
on a late public occaſion, was what 74ined the intereſt of the party you eſpouſed + 
and I muſt beſeech the honourable gentleman who was ſo duped, if ever he 
means to ſtand well with the 2 ble and HONEST Citizens of N#****** not to 
receive your ill-fated, proftituted, time-ſerving offers of aſſiſtance. —His gullibility 
may induce you to ſtick to him as cloſe as Eo, Meo, and Areo; but if he is again 


(memoria amicite) fo ill- adviſed as to become the ladder of your ambition and 
d intereſt, 
no more. — 


avarice, it will be ſaid of himſelf, his friends, 
They ſet like ſtars to ri 


Mercury would have robb'd Jupiter of his thunder bolt, but that he was afraid 
ding the fiat of gods and the ex- 
ample of men in equal contempt, have the harlieſſe to perſevere in the moſt vio- 
ent line of conduct, even to thoſe who have mare than once pardoned your cc fol- 
lies ripening into wickedneſs.” It any thing can more ſtrongly mark the ba/ene/s of 
your temper than the aſſaſſn-like attempts to z:41nd the characters and intereſts of 
thoſe very men, whoſe good opinion you ſhould cultivate, and with whom you | 
ought to live in habits of 1 Intimacy, it is your wanton and anprovoked cruelty to- 
wards age and infirmity: but the iron hand of juſtice will overtake you at a 

time you are leaſt prepared to bear its graſp. To be good is to be happy, 
for there is no pleaſure in any enjoyment which the heart cannot approve: what 
then are your feelings, if to be happy i is to be good | ? | 


The records of St. G s 's pariſh will hand you down to mes as the 
moſt infamous of men the deciſion of an honeſt jury (for a jury of your peers can- 
not be found) will ſhortly pronounce you to the world —a * but what ſen- 


tence you may receive at heaven s awful bar, ( od only ean judge ? It is then 
you muſt tremble.— Neither evaſion, force, nor falſebood will avail you, Pirr for 


your fozbles you may excite amongſt men, but your incprrigible depravity cannot 


expect their Mexcy ; 1 would, therefore, earneſtly recommend to your ſerious 


attention, an immediate ſupplication to the ſupreme being, that he may ſo far turn 
your heart, and change your nature, as to render you fs exceptionable to the 
bulk of mankind, and more the friend of 


1 VERITAS. 


